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Proverb
“coming events cast the shadows before”
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Why Speculative design?

What is Speculative design?
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What we are interested in, though, is the idea of possible futures and using them as tools to better 
understand the present and to discuss the kind of future people want, and, of course, ones people do 
not want. 

The space of plausible futures is not about prediction but exploring alternative economic and politi-
cal futures to ensure an organization will be prepared for and thrive in a number of different futures.

This is the bit we are interested in. Not I trying to predict the future but in using design to open up 
all sorts of possibilities that can be discussed, debated, and used to collectively define a preferable 
future for a given group of people: from companies, to cities, to societies.       

It is often said that if something is conceptual, it is only an idea, but that is missing the point. It is 
because it is an idea that it is important. New ideas are exactly what we need today.

If we are interested in shifting design’s focus from designing for how the world is now to de-
signing for how thighs could be-we will need to turn to speculative culture and what Lubom-
ir Dloezel has called an “experimental laboratory of the world-constructing enterprise.”

The project’s value is not what it achieves or does but what it is and how it makes people feel, especially if it 
encourages people to question, in an imaginative, troubling, and thoughtful way, everydayness and how 
things could be different. To be effective, the work needs to contain contradictions and cognitive glitch-
es. Rather than offering an easy way forward, it highlights dilemmas and trade-offs between imperfect 
alternatives. Not a solution, not a “better” way, just another way. Viewers can make up their own minds.
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Initial ideas based on‘what if’ 
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Designing for a Solution

Designing for a problem
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Thinking of a small everyday problem.

I was not abe to
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Welcome to climate change

Climate change being fuelled by soil damage

This tiny new grain could save the planet

Environment in multiple crises- report

How humans derailed the earth’s climate in only 160 short years   

The UN’S devastating extinction report, explained in 5 charts

CO2 levels higher than any point since the evolution of humans

Natures emergency: Where we are in ive graphics
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?-
time_continue=6&v=c8WMM_

https://vimeo.com/37557758
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Intergovernmental science-policy platform on biodiversity and ecosystem services (IPBES) 2019 global assessment report on Biodiversity prepared by 150 experts from 50 countries 
says humans have failed in protecting the earth and other species of the planet and are dragging the earth towards the sixth mass extinction. More than quarter of the 100,000 species 
accessed so far are on the threat to extinction, which is 1000 times faster than before humans arrived on earth, and if not taken enough responsibility it would be 10,000 higher in the 
future. It is reported that in the last decade about 42% of the animal and plant species were declined in Europe and central Asia, if it continues, by the end of 2100 the planet would 
lose half of all the plant and animal species. So, what is causing such a devastating effect on biodiversity? The main drivers are the habitat loss (the result of farming for food and over 
exploitation of plants and animals) climate change and pollution. All of which are degrading the land due to forests loss1. Agriculture has taken a great toll on forests, between 1980 
and 2000 about 100 million hectares had been cleared. About three fourths of the land on earth have been altered by humans for agriculture. The report says that “we’re producing 
food without regard for how it will affect ecosystems” ( 2). Which is leading to climate change, since the industrial revolution the atmospheric CO2 has continuously increased from 
the normal 280ppm to 410ppm by 2018 which contributes to about 30% of total greenhouse effect and would remain in the atmosphere for about 100 years warming the climate. The 
oceans and the calcareous rocks formed by deposited carbon act as the natural carbon sinks, on the other hand Photosynthesis helps living organisms build organic carbon in them 
through atmospheric CO2 which helps in keeping the CO2 from atmosphere. Lignin present in the plants is resistant to microbial degradation and helps build carbon stocks as coal 
for millions of years. With the industrial revolution taking over, humans in the past 160 years burnt 25% of the earth fossil fuels and inverted the earth’s natural ability to store the 
carbon which is adding 28Gt of CO2 per year which is 50 times more than volcanos, while the natural geological sequestration cannot keep up with the rising CO2 which results 
in, ecosystem disruptions, glacial retreat, sea-level rise, ocean acidification, extreme weather events3. The soil holds three times more carbon than the atmosphere which is being re-
leased back by deforestation and poor farming. The soil is deeply damaged by erosion through various farming machinery, over-watering and the use of chemicals which costs the 
climate in two ways - by compromising plant growth and its ability to take in carbon from atmosphere and the release of already stored carbon in the soil. About half of the world 
population (3.2 billion) is affected by this. Soils form at a rate of 1cm per 300 years and 75 billion tonnes of fertile soil is lost every year to land degradation. The only solution to this 
is to grow the forests back while combating growing world’s population4. The world’s population is set to increase to 10 billion by 2050 and the demand to feed the growing popu-
lation also increases by 70%, if we are relying on the same methods growing crops we will be heading towards a major catastrophe5. What technology did so far is mitigating the al-
ready highly altered world such as reducing emissions, creat, altering crops that has less impact but the ground on which humans are altering the environment is not changing for 
this we need radical new technologies that focus on adaptation visualizing the suffering that is going to come6. The speculative design that I choose would be considered in the area 
of adaptation rather than mitigation.

Research notes - leading to a problem
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What if we change the way we feed ?                                 
                                              - A device that prepares can prepare food.    

What if we can change the color of our 
body?
                                              - A device that changes the colour of our body when we can.    

Ideas for Alternative Futures
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Initial drawings of the design
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What’s Next?
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What are the challenges?
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